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Towns and villages located on major strategic 
routes often find the quality of their public space 
eroded by the impact of traffic.  For settlements 
that have been relieved by a by-pass, the challenge 
remains to reclaim public space and establish 
the essential low speed environment associated 
with attractive and safe village life.  The legacy of 
wide roads, highway infrastructure and sweeping 
bends designed to cope with high traffic volumes 
can remain long after a by-pass has removed the 
grounds for these elements.

Bottesford is one such village that continues to 
suffer from the highway characteristics associated 
with pre-bypass conditions.  It lies on the A52 
corridor which links Boston, Grantham and the 
A1 in the east with Nottingham, Derby and the 
M1 motorway to the west.  Since a bypass was 
constructed to the south of Bottesford in 1989, 
the centre has been relieved of much through 
traffic.  The former route forms the High Street of 
the village and winds through the Market Place to 
connect the Grantham Road with the Nottingham 
Road.

This brief report was commissioned by the 
Parish Council following an initial visit and 
event in December 2014.  The visit provided an 
opportunity to explore current best practice and 
fresh approaches for managing traffic in villages.  
Ben Hamilton-Baillie carried out an initial analysis 
of the village and its surrounding settlements, 

and set out some initial suggestions for a range 
of measures that could address issues associated 
with traffic dominance.  

Such issues include traffic safety, pedestrian 
comfort and confidence, as well as the liklihood 
of retaining and attracting investment.  Towns and 
villages dominated by highway measures rarely 
thrive, and the quality of life as well as economic 
vitality of towns and villages increasingly depends 
on establishing the appropriate balance between 
traffic movement and the qualities of place.

The emerging Neighbourhood Plan for Bottesford 
aims to improve the connectivity and quality of 
the village along with its surrounding settlements 
of Easthorpe, Muston and Normanton.  Of 
particular importance are the qualities of the 
village centre and High Street, as well as the safe 
access to the local Primary School and College.  
This report is intended to explore two specific 
locations as a starting point for a broader plan to 
retrieve the inherent qualities that attract families 
and businesses to live and work in Bottesford.  
One such site involves the space defining the 
former Market Place outside the village hall and 
library.  The second concerns a key crossing of 
at Barkestone Lane where the majority of pupils, 
parents and teachers cross the road to walk to 
the local school. Both sites provide a starting 
point for a wider set of measures aimed at 
creating a safe, low-speed village environment.
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Bottesford - Initial observations

The legacy of its strategic role is still evident in the 
approaches to Bottisford and in the characteristics 
of its main route.  The quieter historic centre 
of the village is to be found by the magnificent 
church of St Mary and the low bridge and ford 
over the River Devon. But it is around the former 
A52, along Grantham Street, High Street and 
Nottingham Street that the principle businesses 
and village facilities are located.  Queen Street 
runs perpendicular to the north of the High Street, 
serving as the principal shopping location, with 
other shops and businesses, a restaurant and three 
pubs located along the main route.

The railway line to the north, and the bypass to 
the south, increase the linearity of Bottesford and 
provide a constraint on future expansion.  This 
increases the emphasis on the former A52 as the 
principal connector and spine of the community.  
However its current traffic characteristics are not 
conducive to such a role.  The village is approached 
along wide, linear carriageways dominated by 
road markings.  There is little sense of entry into 
the low speed context of the village.  Haphazard 
on-street parking goes some way to reduce 
traffic speeds, but there is little in the way the 
street is configured to alert drivers to the village 
context. Centre lines, chevrons at the bends, and 
narrow pavements retain the qualities that drivers 
associate with speed.  As a result the main village 
street is uncomfortable to cross and lacks the 

intrinsic qualities necessary to foster a pedestrian 
environment and to support the informal social 
and economic interactions that underpin a 
coherent, thriving community.

Bottesford and its surroundings have many assets.  
Lying close to the Vale of Belvoir, the village enjoys 
wide open views to the Leicestershire countryside. 
In addition to a community library and meeting 
hall, the village supports a range of shops and 
independent businesses.  These include a high 
quality restaurant and a locally renowned and long-
established family butcher.  The school remains 
very popular and attracts pupils from a number 
of surrounding settlements.  Above all, the village 
benefits from a well organised and energetic local 
community and Parish Council, determined to 
improve the quality of Bottesford’s future and to 
maintain the activities and connectivity essential to 
village life.

The existing main route through the village 
suffers from excessive speeds, despite the existing 
30 mph speed limit.  This reflects three crucial 
shortcomings.  Firstly, the village lacks a clearly 
defined centre to interrupt the linear continuity - 
drivers get little sense of being in a place.  Secondly 
there are few cues for drivers to emphasize the 
typical pedestrian routes and crossing points. 
Thirdly the village lacks sufficiently clear points of 
entry to emphasize the transition between the

higher speed highway outside the central area and 
the low speed village core.  This brief report seeks 
to sketch out an approach to the first two issues, 
as a starting point for a long-term set of measures 
to form part of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Wide linear highway on approaches to village

Existing High Street lacks cues to the key pedestrian routes
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Key locations within Bottesford Centre

BARKESTONE LANE / 
ALBERT STREET  
This crossroads defines 
an important pedestrian 
route and crossing point 
to the Primary School 
and College

HIGH STREET SHOP
An additional important 
pedestrian destination 
and crossing point gener-
ating short-term parking 
and activity.  

QUEEN STREET &  
BELVOIR ROAD BEND 
Additional key places 
lacking identity, creating 
opportunities for future 
measures to highlight 
village context

MARKET PLACE  
Market Cross defines 
former village centre 
defined by Bottesford 
Library, community room, 
shops and public house

RED LION PUB 
Potential to extend front 
spill-out space to create 
informal public space 
and slow traffic entering 
Market Place 

EASTERN ENTRY 
Although the village 
extends further east, 
this point defines 
entry to village core.  
Recommend removal of 
centre lines from here in.
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Design Principles

Our recommendations for Bottesford and its 
adjacent settlements draw on a combination 
of basic principles that have been employed 
successfully elsewhere in the UK and in mainland 
Europe to closely align highway engineering with 
good urban and landscape design.  Such principles 
combine to help foster lower speeds and to 
promote safety, efficient traffic movement and 
civility through maximising driver awareness of his 
or her surroundings.

Central to this approach is the principle of 
place-making.  Re-establishing Bottesford as a 
place on a route with its own distinct identity 
requires reductions in the sweeping linearity of 
its main roads. Emphasizing the village centre, and 
strenthening the connections between streets, 
buildings and the activities they generate lie at the 
core of integrated streetscape design.  This can 
mean paying careful attention to special buildings 
or structures, or allowing paving and lighting 
arrangements to reflect the surroundings of a 
particular location. Vertical objects such as a tree, 
lamp column, statue or signpost can help anchor 
a space and provide visual interest in the driver’s 
peripheral vision, and thus reduce speeds.

Drivers adjust their speed in response to a wide 
range of visual cues.  The potential presence (or 
absence) of activity is one such variable.  Streets 
and roads can be configured to emphasize 
continuity and speed, or to create sense of place.

The detailing of the verge at the edge of the 
carriageway is a critical element in defining the 
apparent width, and in reducing the perceived 
dominance of traffic.  On-street parking spaces 
that are clearly defined can similarly reduce visual 
widths, whilst promoting passing trade.

Minor changes in paving details, kerb positions, 
and the relationship of the carriageway to the 
surrounding context can significantly influence the 
balance between the qualities of space and the 
highway element.  

Driver speeds are also strongly influenced by the 
apparent width of the carriageway.  Reducing the 
visual width can be an important tool for lowering 
speeds and increasing driver awareness, without 
physically constraining traffic flows.

The village  
as highway

The village  
as place

Visual narrowing and courtesy crossings - Petersfield, Hants

Visual narrowing through defined parking bays - Poynton
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The policy context

Bottesford Parish Council’s initiative to address 
traffic issues in the village and surrounding 
hamlets is well timed.  Policy and best practice 
for traffic in towns are evolving rapidly as the 
significance and fragility of rural settlements 
becomes clearer.  The publication of Manual for 
Streets 2 in 2011 reflected an important shift 
towards place-making in street design, and the 
need to reinforce the relationship between 
carriageway and its context.  Guidance such as 
Traffic in Villages, launched by CIHT in 2012, builds 
on the principles of shared space and low-speed 
design.  Highway Risk & Liability by the Institution 
of Civil Engineers has clarified the wider options 
open to highway authorities in addressing safety 
and road design. A growing body pf precedents 
and knowledge is opening up fresh approaches for 
influencing driver speeds and behaviour in towns 
and villages.

The emerging Neighbourhood Plan for Bottesford 
provides a framework for directing developer 
investment to address broader traffic and 
transport issues in the villages.  Combining the 
maintenance programme and future highways 
improvements of Leicestershire County Council 
with local initiatives offers a means to supplement 
investment and reverse the erosion of quality in 
Bottesford.

Reducing the design speed for traffic in 
Bottesford underpins the proposed strategy. The 
design speed differs from policies on speed limits.  
The approach starts by defining the preferred 
speed for vehicles, and then adopts measures 
likely to elicit such speed in the responses of 
drivers.  Speed limits may be one factor, but they 
rarely work in isolation.  The strategy requires 
communication of the right messages to drivers.

Visual narrowing, place-making 
and clear parking spaces and 
crossing points -Highbury, Bristol

Removal of centre lines and 
chevron signs, with simple place-
making. - West Meon, Hants
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Barkestone Lane Crossing

The cross-roads of the High Street 
in Bottesford with Albert Street and 
Barkestone Lane is one of two priorities 
for the Parish Council.  The junction serves 
as the western end of the village core.  It is 
also a very busy crossing point for children 
and parents accessing the local school and 
college.

At present there is little to alert drivers to 
the significance of this location.  Pedestrians 
find it daunting to cross the relatively wide 
carriageways.  Speeds are uncomfortably 
high.  Cars and coaches find it difficult to exit 
Barkestone Lane onto the High Street.  The 
footways on Barkestone Lane are awkward 
and narrow.

We would recommend the introduction 
of a clear raised table at this location.  
Carriageways would be narrowed around 
the junction by extending kerbs, allowing 
shorter courtesy crossings to be strongly 
delineated on either side of the table.  The 
footways along the High Street would appear 
continuous, so that drivers are aware of 
the need for negotiation and awareness of 
pedestrians.  Centre line markings would be 
deleted on the approaches.  Barkestone Lane 
itself could be modified with a suitable paving 
treatment with no footways to create a very 
low-speed shared accessway to the schools.
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Grantham Road

High Street

The crossing lies to the west of the village High Street The width and linearity of the street cause problems

Busy pedestrian crossing point at peak times

The local shop establishes a strong additional crossing flow Narrow footways on Barkestone Lane

The side roads give priority to vehicles over pedestrians
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Barkestone Lane - Sketch proposal

The initial sketch proposals aim 
to create a simple but distinctive 
low-speed place at this critical 
cross-roads. A slightly raised area 
of 110 mm paving on a concrete 
sub-base draws attention to the 
side roads whilst maintaining 
sufficient space for traffic 
manouvres. Speeds are lowered 
through narrowed approaches. 
The courtesy crossings 
form part of a coherent and 
continuous pedestrian space 
surrounding the junction. New 
street trees help to define the 
boundaries of the space and to 
clarify on-street parking spaces. 
Barkestone Lane could be re-
surfaced as a continuous low-
speed pedestrian-focused access 
street to the schools. Additional 
lighting would highlight the space

The existing layout and markings
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Market Place

The second important priority for Bottesford 
concerns the space defined by the ancient 
market cross.  Although currently dominated 
by the sweeping bend of Grantham Road, the 
space serves as the forecourt for the library 
and a number of small shops and dwellings. 
Over the years the street furniture and clutter 
accumulating around the cross and its plinth has 
diminished the potential role of the monument 
as a focus for this local gathering point.

We have explored the potential to introduce 
a distinctive paving arrangement to the Market 
Place using a grid of inset blocks centred on 
the monument.  Additional reflective studs 
would define the carriageway which would be 
narrowed to provide additional parking space 
or wider footways. Road markings would 
be removed to create a low-speed, informal 
square with no priority. The grid allows greater 
flexibility in the use and interpretation of the 
space, and reunites the various buildings on 
each side.

At the western end of the library, there is 
potential for an underused community space to 
be opened up the the square through creating 
new openings in its surrounding wall.  This 
would help connect the library and a possible 
cafe with the open space and increased spill-out 
space from the pub, and add activity to this key 
civic space.
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Market Place on the eastern end of the village centre

Generous dimensions allow scope for realignment of space

Underused space by library could be linked to public space Existing fast bend in Grantham Road

Example of use of simple asphalt and block grid

The market cross no longer serves as a focal point
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Market Place - Sketch proposal

The initial sketch proposals aim 
to create a distinctive place 
around the old market cross, 
whilst allowing all traffic to 
proceed at low-speeds, guided by 
simple stud markers.  The square 
could continue to provide 
informal short-term parking for 
the local shops, whilst retaining 
a clear identity.  The approach to 
Market Street is slightly realigned 
and the pavement on the west 
side extended to serve the pub, 
shops and houses.  If agreements 
could be reached, the enclosed 
underused space adjoining the 
library could be opened out to 
form an active corner.  Future 
resources could create a similar 
space at bend and junction with 
Belvoir Road to the south, to 
maintain lower speeds.

The existing arrangement
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Supplementary measures

In the longer term, the Neighbourhood Plan seeks 
to re-establish pedestrian and bicycle connections 
between the nearby hamlets of Normanton 
and Muston.  The latter will involve major fund 
assembly to build a new bridge across the A52. 
In Normanton measures to reduce speeds and 
strengthen the entry points are in preparation. 
Lower speeds and safer routes into Bottesford 
will help reduce car dependency and enhance the 
commercial role of the village.

Within Bottesford, measures to establish a lower 
speed environment could include the removal 
of centre lines, and the formal demarcation of 
appropriate on-street short-term parking spaces. 
The width of the former A52 gives scope for 
re-allocation of road space to shorten crossing 
distances and to expand the pedestrian areas.  
As and when resources permit, a similar paving 
treatment to that proposed for the Market Place 
could be extended to the bend to the south, to 
make better use of the wide junction with Belvoir 
Road, perhaps combined with the car park of the 
Rutland Arms.

All such measures will require close working 
with Leicestershire County Council as highway 
authority to exploit future maintenance or 
development opportunities to modify the existing 
streetscapes.  We would recommend that such 
measures aim to establish and reinforce an 
intended or design speed of around 18-19 mph in 

the village core, and 24-25 mph in the outer areas. 
Additional measures to redefine and strengthen 
the outer boundaries of the village and to alert 
drivers to the change in context will support the 
proposed measures in the centre. Such gateways 
are especially critical on the eastern and western 
approaches.  To the west, the bridge over the 
former railway provides one opportunity; another 
is the junction of Nottingham road with Pinfold 
Lane.  To the east, the access to the popular 
recreation ground, opposite the Millennium village 
sign, presents the best opportunity to create 
a break in the higher speed alignment of the 
Grantham Road.

With such measures in place, we would not 
recommend changes in the existing speed limits.  
The place-making and changes to the character 
of the main street will themselves establish an 
appropriate speed environment in Bottesford.

Potential public space adjoining Rutland Arms / Belvoir Rd

Possible eastern gateway opposite recreation ground

Removal of centre lines in village will help reduce speeds
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Conclusion

Bottesford Parish Council and its partners 
have begun to explore a long-term strategy for 
reducing the impact of traffic, improving safety 
and enhancing the attractiveness of the village 
environment.  The two schemes illustrated here 
are intended to extend the discussions started 
in January 2015 and to apply some of the core 

principles underpinning the approach.  Much 
design work and fund assembly will be required to 
implement and extend such schemes.  However 
the approach is intended to help build and 
strengthen a consensus around the opportunities 
and priorities addressed in the emerging 
Neighbourhood Plan.  By giving strong emphasis 

to key places and crossings, the Parish Council 
seeks to reconcile the needs of people, places and 
traffic in this historic and thriving village and its 
surroundings.


