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Draft Minutes of 

BOTTESFORD PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

STEERING GROUP MEETING 

 

                     7.30 p.m. Tuesday 17th September 2014 - The Old School  

 

Present:  

 

Steering Group Members  

Bob Bayman (BB)     - Chairman                                                                                                                           

Richard Simon (RS)  - Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                             

Colin Love (CL)                                                                                                                

Susan Love (SL) 

Pru Chandler (PCh) 

Emma Murphy (EM) 

Dermot Daly (DD) 

  

Helpers                                                                                              

Cob George (CG)                                                                             

Anne Ablewhite (AA)                                                                              

Will Tobin (WT) – Will’s father John Tobin was in the room but not participating.  

Alan Gough (AG) 

Karen Gough (KG) 

Mark Taylor (MT) 

Jean Reavley (JR) 

Peter Sheardown (PS) 

Maria Pride (MP) 

Nicola Young (NY) 

Andy Norris (ANo) 

Annie Newman (ANe) 

Neville Spick (NS) 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions  

The chairman welcomed all those attending to the meeting and asked if new members could 

introduce themselves and say what experience they might bring to the group. 

Neville Spick – Was involved with the NP at the outset but has not been contacted again, 

saw the article in Village Voice   

Maria Pride – Runs Zaro’s in the village, involved with Destination Bottesford, very 

community minded. 

 

2. Apologies for absence were received from David Wright, Robert Lockey, Richard 

Coombs, Chris Greasley, Collette McCormack, Peter Darlow 

 

3. To confirm and agree minutes of the meeting 21st August 2014  

The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting.  

 

4. Matters arising and actions from those minutes 

The Chair brought attention to the article and picture in the September Village Voice and 

noted that the details of the current meeting were included. 

The Chair had also been in contact with PC Mark Longden but he is currently on holiday and 

the Design Council (CABE) to examine what could be done to help us with house design etc  

All other matters arising could be covered within the Agenda topics.   
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5. Responses from requests of Parish Council –Confirmations of verbal agreements 

 

a. The RCC arrangement is working well with support for, at and between meetings, To date 

it has shown good value for money. 

 

b. Budget – The Chair had produced a budget for 2014/5 and 2015/6. The former was 

based on spends to date taking into account the proportionally large cost of RCC compared 

to the available funds. Next year’s budget was a prediction based on advice from RCC and 

reviewing spends of other Parish Neighbourhood Plans. At the last PC meeting the Steering 

Group had been asked for an idea of the budget required as they were about to look at 

spends and now was the time to request any extra funds. 

 

There was initially £20K in 2103/4 and the funds were vired away to other budget headings. 

For 2014/5, the funds available are c.£15K.(Made up of Locality £7K. Big Society £5,417 

with £4K coming from the Parish Council. 

It is estimated that with RCC, planning and Design Council advice along with ongoing costs 

there will be a need for £19-20K in the current year and £10K in the year from April 2015. 

This gives a total cost for the NP of £30K.  

This is in comparison to Broughton Astley £30K, Sevenoaks £25K and schemes elsewhere 

ranging from £17K to £63K. Cornwall.gov recommends a £36K budget.  

Some areas have received free professional advice from the residents which has given a 

lower overall cost. 

So we are looking for a further £5K in this year and £10K in next year of which the latter 

sum, may or may not all be spent. 

 

MT and ANo both asked where the last year’s balance of £19.8K went and DD responded 

that it had gone to other headings in the last financial year. When questioned why the 

money was not transferred across to the current year DD went on to clarify on what basis 

money can be reserved and ring fenced. SL said that the money had been moved in 

December, well before the financial year end. CL confirmed that the SG had not formally 

stated that the money was not needed. DD said that Alistair Raper (previous chair of the 

NPSG) had agreed it. SL said that she had been a member of the SG since January. It was 

not true that the SG had told the PC that the funds were not needed and asked where this 

was minuted. 

 

Following further questions DD said that the figures had been provided to AG, to which AG 

responded that he had received figures but they didn’t add up and had asked again. 

MP asked about the grant conditions, the Chair said he had consulted RCC and got answers 

which he will put to the PC for confirmation. 

JR commented that the issues needed resolving. 

There was no reply from DD as to the headings to which the vired funds had been 

transferred. 

 

CL stated that he had submitted a ‘Freedom of Information’ request to the PC for the details 

and had received no response.  It is now with the Commission for Information as a 

complaint. EM commented that the budget changes may not have been formerly minuted. 

AG asked if the money was transferred to the ‘Old School’ heading as the information 

provided to him seemed to suggest that. In December 2013 the budgets for the NP and the 

Old School were £19.8K and £2K respectively, in January 2014 these figures were NP £O 

and the Old School £22K. The Chair restated this to try to clarify the point. DD said that this 

was not true and the funds had been put in a pot along with other unspent monies and then 

spent across a range of headings. 
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CL stated that the December 2013 minutes confirmed that the virement figures had been 

circulated to councillors, so must be readily available. The Chair asked for this document 

along with a copy of the letter to AG and DD said it would be available by the end of the 

coming weekend. 

 

c. Reporting Structure 

The Chair stated that it was the SG’s preference that the SG report to the full PC. At the PC 

meeting on the 14th July it was agreed that the SG would report to the full PC at the 

monthly PC meeting with public in attendance and there was no need for a separate 

committee. The draft minutes of that meeting made no reference to the decision that the 

SG would report to the full PC and despite this omission being brought to the attention of 

the PC, the minutes were still signed as correct. 

 

On the 11th September the PC needed a separate committee. The Chair confirmed that 

meeting a committee would be less transparent than dealing direct with the full PC and 

would have required extra meetings with a limited number of councillors. There would also 

have been issues about minuting the meetings as demonstrated with the minuting for the 

July PC meeting.  

 

(David Wright and Pru Chandler arrived at 20.10 and submitted apologies)  

 

DD complained to the Chair about behavior at the meeting and objected to the fact that the 

BPNP meeting was being critical of the PC. 

 

CL re-confirmed that at the meeting in July the PC said no committee was necessary, and 

that the draft minutes made no mention of this and they were signed as correct despite this 

being pointed out by many members of the public including ex Councillor Alan Gough. DD 

stated that this was not an NP affair and then said that the proposed meeting between the 

Steering Group and PC would be with the full Parish Council.  

AG confirmed that after the July PC had been opened to the public comments, the PC 

agreed that no meetings with any such committee were necessary. 

 

SL said “‘I hope we can formulate a list of expectations about how the PC should treat the 

SG in future, that is with honesty, transparency, proper respect for the effort and 

professionalism of the SG and proper diligence in responding to the SGs requests” 

 

For the meeting of the 24th September with the PC it had not yet been decided if SG 

members will attend.  

 

d. Parish Council membership of Steering Group 

Emma Murphy is the only PC member, DD and AA attending as residents of the parish. 

The Chair asked for clarification of who else from the PC will attend with EM. 

The Chair mentioned that there were 3 vacancies on the PC and asked if anyone in the room 

was interested in joining. The PC is up for re election in May 2015. 

 

6. Talk by Peter Sheardown-Flood Warden 

 

The Chair thanked Peter for the talk but pointed out that some of the content was Peter’s 

view and might not be the view of the SG. However the information will be considered as 

comment for the BPNP.  
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‘I have lived close to the Devon since 1949, looking after the Woolsthorpe rainfall station 

since 1962 for the Met office/ EA, until moving here in 2001. Following the flood in July 

2001 several people felt there to be a need for something positive to be done to help reduce 

flooding in the future. BAG or Bottesford Action Group was formed. It was led by Brian Kelk, 

and eventually it resulted in the Neighbourhood Watch members also becoming flood watch 

members.  

More recently we have worked closely with the Parish Council and I became Flood Warden 

approximately a year ago. I have been asked to say a few words about how I feel building 

in the village could affect flooding in the future and also to tell you what has been done to 

help protect the village from flooding.  

 

It is my job to make sure that there is a reserve of sandbags kept in various stores in 

Bottesford, Normanton and Muston. I also monitor the river by my house near the Church 

and, if I consider it necessary, then flooding signs are deployed. It is also part of my job to 

receive and make suggestions to reduce flooding in the parish.  

Over the years the BAG committee, put pressure on the Internal Drainage Board to get the 

Winterbeck cleaned out and they have lobbied Highways and the Environment Agency on 

your behalf. A lot of work has been put in mostly for very limited results from the agencies 

involved  

 

With regard to the building of new houses in the village, from a flooding point of view, I 

would oppose any building near the Winterbeck. Even though the Winterbeck has been 

cleaned out, when it rises moderately it puts properties at the West End of Bottesford at 

risk, because water cannot get away. If it rises severely it can put many houses at risk 

because it overtops onto Belvoir Road and then runs down the high street and again down 

towards the West End of the village.  

 

I would oppose any building above the Easthorpe Mill because any building here will 

increase the risk of the river flooding and inundating Easthorpe as it did in 2001. 

One further concern is that under the High Street there is a large rectangular culvert. This 

used to go into an open ditch alongside Orston Lane. A pipe that has been put in the ditch is 

too small to take the water from the large rectangular culvert and when it flooded in 2001 

water was actually coming up out of the road gullies instead of going down. 

 

The only place which I would consider that building could be done without putting other 

property at risk from flooding is the land between the railway and the Devon at the North 

West of the village. I understand that access may be a problem here, but surely not an 

insurmountable one’ 

 

 

Last substantial flood was in 2001, the field alongside Belvoir Rd flooded which then flooded 

Belvoir Road. JR mentioned that a change in her house insurers had resulted in an increased 

premium because of the perceived flood risk. 

 

There was some doubt as to the accuracy of the flood map produced from EA information  

PCh said there was now a sequential approach (see below) to planning concerning flood 

risk. 

 

PCh subsequently explained –  

Sequential Tests are applied to planning applications that are situated in flood risk areas – 

even a once in 200 years’ risk.  The applicant is asked to look at all other sites that could be 

considered and basically come up with a “risk assessment” as to whether the site originally 

applied for scores lower in flood risk than other sites that may be available.   Such a test 
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was applied to Belvoir Road, and even though there is a known flood risk the fact that the 

applicant promised 22 affordable houses within the 56 applied for, there was no other site 

within the village envelope that could provide the affordable housing that had been 

identified in Housing Needs Surveys carried out in the village previously. An application in 

Melton for a discount supermarket recently granted planning permission also had to go 

through the process as it was felt that the application site was perhaps too close to other 

supermarkets in the town centre.  Permission was granted when the applicant came back 

with other sites which might have been considered suitable but were not of a sufficient size 

to provide room for the store and the necessary parking to go with it. 

 

CL commended and thanked PS for the job he undertook going out in the worst of weathers 

for the Parish benefit. 

 

The clearance of the Winterbeck had been undertaken apart from the section alongside the 

Winterbeck Manor Stud which was to be undertaken by the owner at his own request. 

 

WT asked if the Planning Appeal had ended on the Old Clay Pit Site on Grantham Road 

(which had been used as a land fill site some 30 years ago).  PCh responded that Melton 

B.C. had refused the application due to it being outside the Village Envelope.  The applicant 

took it to appeal but the appeal had been dismissed. 

                

7.  Stakeholder Surveys  

 

Businesses – RS, SL, RC  

RS and SL along with RC had delivered most of the questionnaires and had spoken to a 

large number of the recipients, although sometimes the wife or receptionist rather than the 

proprietor.  

 

Youth and Children – JR, ANe, WT. 

 The questionnaires will be distributed over the next couple of days. 

 WT offered to take the form to the Youth Council. 

 

Sports Clubs, Hobbies and Interests – PCh, ANo, CG, PD 

All the questionnaires had been delivered, bar two. CG is going to meet Neighbourhood 

Watch 

 

Worship. – AG, KG, RL.  

AG said that the first six had been uploaded and the forms were going to St Mary’s tonight. 

The Cemetery space issue was still on the agenda, there are 1200 named graves and a 

large number un-named. 

 

Local Council Liaison – BB  

7 local parishes and councils identified and contacted. Bingham has also been contacted 

particularly regarding bus services etc. 

 

Builders, Developers, Landowners – DW,CL 

DW has indentified and contacted 25 names in this category and emailed or hand delivered 

the questionnaires. Agents were very interested. Belvoir Castle wasn’t interested but their 

agent wants to be involved. 

DW pointed out that the David Wright on the landowners list was not him. 
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Infrastructure – CL, CM,CA 

CL stated that there was difficulty in identifying suitable contacts at the major utility 

providers and that ultimately the CEO accepted for British Gas. Some are based in distant 

offices e.g. Chelmsford and it would not be practical for them to attend meetings. DW and 

PCh said they would try to help with suitable contacts and that RCC might also be a source. 

 

8. Review and accept Child Protection Policy 

JR had produced a Child Protection Policy for the Steering Group which will be circulated for 

comment and hopefully agreed at the next meeting.  

 

9. Additional members of SG and helpers 

It was identified that we had no representation from Easthorpe and James Goodson, Brian 

Kelk, Fisher German and Roger Pacey were put forward as possible candidates. 

Don Pritchett and Bob Shepherd were mentioned as representatives of wildlife and 

peregrine falcons respectively.The chairman stressed that in seeking others views we 

mustn’t forget to ensure our own comments are captured. 

SL mentioned that we had no one to represent the disabled and that they had met a couple 

recently who were willing to assist. RS had been in contact with them and while they were 

not able to attend the SG meetings they were prepared to comment. RS will arrange to see 

them and feedback.  

 

10. Next month’s requests of Parish Council 

Dependant on outcome of the meeting on the 24th September. Meeting subsequently moved 

to the 29th September and again cancelled, awaiting it to be rearranged.  

 

11. Any other business 

The Chair spoke about the possibility of the involvement of CABE (part of the Design 

Council) to assist us with future building design types of building suitable for the village 

environment. This would include room design for flexibility and looking at developments by 

a number of small firms rather than few large organizations to give a varied appearance. 

The buildings should include sustainability elements e.g. Water Butts and including space for 

the recycling bins, covering both functionality and aesthetics. 

 

CL said that Uppingham used the Design Council successfully and asked if MBC would part 

fund the work with CABE as it might be able to be used more widely across the Borough and 

assist in the integration of the Bottesford Parish Neighbourhood Plan in with MBC. 

PCh said that involvement of CABE could tip the balance on planning issues. 

 

DW said that there had been a full council meeting to agree the document which will go for 

public consultation. The document was 98 pages plus appendices with 83 questions. The 

‘Issues and Options’ consultation document’ will be on the MBC website and DW will provide 

the link. DW had a number of hard copies and it was agreed that one should go to the 

Parish Council and one to Bottesford Library with the remainder for circulation 

DW mentioned that the document included for different splits on housing Urban/Rural 

(effectively Melton/villages). The figures were 195 - 245 dwellings per year for MBC and the 

Inspector had recommended that the split be more towards more rural build than 80/20 

suggests. 

Looking at past build in the Parish, unless it was a lot different to 80/20 then this would be 

a similar build rate as over the last 20 years. 

 

CL submitted 3 receipts for posting questionnaires, these were passed to KG for payment to 

be made to CL. 
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WT raised the issue of maintenance and insurance costs for the Skateboard Park and that 

the costs had to be found by fundraising within the local users whereas a number of people 

from outside the Parish used the facility. 

DW said that MBC would be looking at repair, health and safety and funding the following 

week. 

CL raised the matter of non recurring/non revenue maintenance costs for developments. 

 

WT asked if we could have an update on the BT Broadband – CL responded that it would 

seem that because Leicestershire County Council had entered a contract with BT and this 

was now underway with speeds above 24Mbps which would be acceptable to the majority of 

residents, it was very unlikely that any other provider capable of providing a higher speed 

service would offer that service because the cost would not be covered by the very limited 

number of uptakers.  

 

 

 

12. Agenda items for next meeting 

Child Protection Policy 

Feed back from meeting with Parish Council 

 

12. Date of next meeting(s).  

On the 21 October 2014 Old School, Bottesford starting at 7.30pm. 

 

Future Meetings:- 

On the 18 November 2014 Old School, Bottesford starting at 7.30pm. 

On the 17 December 2014 Old School, Bottesford starting at 7.30pm. 

 

Stakeholder event will be the 14th October in the V C Hall starting at 6.15pm 

 

Please diary these dates. 

 

Circulation list:- 

Bob Bayman, David Wright, Richard Simon, Colin Love, Susan Love, Pru Chandler, 

Peter Darlow, Collette McCormack, Cob George, Anne Ablewhite, John Tobin (for Will Tobin), 

Alan and Karen Gough, Richard Coombs, Bob Lockey, Chris Greasley, Mark Taylor, Mark 

Longden, Alan Summers, Sharon Roscoe, Jean Reavley, Annie Newman, Dermot Daly, John 

Preston, Luke Fleming, Carl and Karen Afonso, Bud Hart, Connor Bufton, David and Joyce 

Slater, Emma Murphy, Heather Shephard, Lynn Busby, Maria Pride, Ray Flanders. Sallyann 

Watson, Peter Sheardown, Neville Spick  

 

                                                                           


