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Draft Minutes of 

BOTTESFORD PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

STEERING GROUP MEETING 

 

                     7.30 p.m. Wednesday 17th December 2014 - The Old School  

 

Present:  

Steering Group Members  

Bob Bayman (BB)     - Chair 

David Wright (DW)   - Vice Chair                                                                                                                         

Richard Simon (RS)  - Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                             

Colin Love (CL)                                                                                                                     

Susan Love (SL) 

Pru Chandler (PCh) 

Richard Coombs (RC) 

Cob George (CG) 

Peter Darlow (PD) 

Carl Afonso (CA) 

 

Helpers                                                                                              

Anne Ablewhite (AA)                                                                              

Will Tobin (WT) – Will’s mother Julia Tobin was in the room but not participating.  

Alan Gough (AG) 

Karen Gough (KG) 

Peter Sheardown (PS) 

Maria Pride (MP) 

Nicola Young (NY) 

Annie Newman (ANe) 

Neville Spick (NS) 

Karen Afonso (KA) 

Bob Lockey (RL) 

Neil Fortey (NF) 

Barry Priestley (BP) 

Don Pritchett (DP) 

Leigh Donger (LD) 

Chris Greasley (CGr) 

George Wilkinson attended on behalf of Mark Longden                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

1. Welcome and Introductions.  

The chairman welcomed all those attending to the meeting and asked if new members could introduce 

themselves.  

Mike Roberts from Muston, interested in cycling. 

James Goodson, who will be joining the Parish Council. 

Dave Middleton and Peter Topps were welcomed as part of the History and Heritage group. 

  

2. Apologies for absence. 

Apologies received from, Mark Longden, Jean Reavley 

 

3. To confirm and agree minutes of the meeting 4th November 2014. 

Minutes were agreed as correct proposed Carl Afonso, seconded Alan Gough. 

 

4. Matters arising and actions from those minutes 

None. 
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5. Sustrans Proposals – Gwyneth McMinn 

 

Chair welcomed Gwyneth who had come to speak about the Sustrans proposals, particularly the 

bridge over the A52 and its approaches. 

Gwyneth said that the A52 bridge was part of the Sustrans route between Grantham and Nottingham 

and was planned to link Muston and Bottesford by way of Easthorpe Lane –Muston Lane. Provisional 

drawings were tabled (circulated 18th January 2015). The design and maintenance would be by the 

Highways Agency. 

MP raised the issue of lighting on the bridge and approaches. 

PCh spoke of the rural isolation of Muston and that the bridge position would be remote from a large 

proportion of Muston residents. Difficulty of access, both along as well as across the A52, particularly 

to the bus stop opposite Tittlemouse Hall. 

Comments were expressed over the possible adverse appearance of the design of the bridge.  

Gwyneth suggested that the Steering Group meet the Highways Agency with Sustrans. 

AA suggested traffic lights on the A52 rather than a bridge, the bridge was never intended as a road 

bridge but to be used by pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders only. 

Queries were raised: 

 As to whether a mini bus could be run from Muston at say, 10am returning at 2pm.  

 Using Developers to assist in developing links and cycle ways. 

 

(Subsequent information received was to the effect that the bridge was yet to be funded) 

 

6. Parish Council update and Budget Report  

a. Feedback from meeting with Parish Council 

 

The Chair spoke of the report given to the last PC meeting 

Stakeholder engagement was complete with an extention given to Businesses because of the poor 

return. 

Schools and Youth Engagement was proceeding under John Preston with questions being posed to the 

Primary school and Belvoir High School in January with an initial report due 2nd February 

Theme groups had been set up following the outcome of the Stakeholder Engagment and the 5th June 

Public Meeting results.  

We had spoken with Jim Worley on MBCs Local Plan which was due to complete in June 2017 while 

our Neighbourhood Plan should complete in January 2016. We had discussed the risks and benefits of 

finishing ahead of the Local Plan and it gives the Parish a chance to state its wishes before the Local 

Plan is finalized. 

We had received presentations from OPUN and Design Council/CABE on Planning Advice and the 

unanimous decision was to go with CABE based on their experience.  

We had heard presentations from Developers on the four largest sites in SHLAA –Belvoir Road, 

Grantham Road, Normanton: Hangar 19 and the site to the south of the railway and north of the 

Devon. These were purely to hear their proposals and act as a fact finding session, it was made clear 

there were no obligations or promises inferred. 

Hamilton-Baillie and Sustrans were to present at the next SG meeting 

 

b. Budget 

The Steering Group asked that the sums identified for employing CABE and Hamilton Baillie along 

with the £10K budget for 2015/6 could be confirmed. There was also a requirement to have a 

statement of Expenditure for the NP budget. 

 

c. Reporting Structure 

Committee was required by PC to oversee NP, these extra meetings were not felt to be necessary. 

The first meeting was to be held in early January and there were concerns about the content and 

wording of the Terms of Reference and the Memorandum of Understanding. 
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CL said that the Terms of Reference and the Memorandum of Understanding along with the  minutes 

of these meetings should be signed only after agreement with SG members. The chair replied that he 

didn’t want to delay the first meeting in January. Further adverse comments were made about the 

need for the extra meeting and the chair responded that members were free to email their thoughts 

but we would not be involved in any admin for this extra meeting. 

DW pointed out a further discrepancy and the chair considered there was no malice involved, just 

errors.  The chair enquired as to who drafted the documents and AA responded that they were sent 

in. 

Discussion ensued as to why it had taken so long to provide these documents. The chair commented 

that he did not want this extra meeting to stand in the way of our NP progress.        

 

d. Parish Council membership of Steering Group 

With EM the only Parish Council member active on the SG DD and AA attending as residents only it 

was anticipated that additional members would come from the NP Committee. 

 

7. Initial Reports from Theme Groups 

 

Each group spoke of progress with their report to date, all the reports were circulated on the 18th 

January 

 

Housing and Land Use 

 

DW spoke of East Midlands Rural Housing –Housing need assessment commissioned by Melton BC. 

Melton BC’s Issues and Options responses due by 12th January with initial outcomes in February.  

In June 2015 the consultation will take place. Melton BC have said they would be ready to listen to 

BPNPSG. 

The Group’s Housing Vision document had been written 

Discussion followed, chair commented that the needs of the current residents and those that wish to 

move here may be different. 

DW states Government via Melton BC instructs us as to house numbers required, if the urban/rural 

split is 60/40 then over 25 years it will be approximately 32 homes built per annum. Discussion over 

response to the Issues and Options document and the chair offered to circulate his response so that 

the Steering Group could add to it to form the Steering Groups response. 

CL commented that the Inspector seemed to infer we’re aligned to Notts and its needs rather than 

Melton, this may impact on any appeal. 

PCh said that there are new rules, largely free of guide lines for design and layout, being released. 

Some questions relate to Melton and areas outside our Parish, there is no need to respond to all 

questions. 

Can we reserve the right to change views as the plan develops and further consultation takes place? 

AA asked if the Housing Vision could be sent to the PC.  

Chair: We need to strengthen our resolve to create the NP swiftly. 

PCh: The appeal won by Barratts will encourage other builders to the village before the plan is 

completed, we are considered to be in the Notts area.  

 

Green Spaces, Environment and Public Rights of Way –See report 

History and Heritage –See report 

Local Economy –See report 

Energy and Water –See report 

 

Communications:  

A Communications team lead by James Goodson with Leigh Donger, Bob Lockey, Alistair Raper and 

Susan Meech was established to report back at the next meeting.  

 

Facilities and Services: No one was currently looking at this area  
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8. Priorities for the next 3 months 

 

Schools and Youth Engagement 

Working with CABE  

Working with Hamilton-Baillie.                                                 

                             

9. Additional members of SG and helpers 

No additional members or helpers were proposed.  

 

10. Next month’s requests of PC 

There were queries over the content of the Memorandum of Understanding and the Terms of 

Reference for the Neighbourhood Plan Committee which needed to be addressed before or at the first 

meeting in January. 

We were intending to extend the remit of CABE to cost up to approximately £9K and the balance held 

for further planning advise would be directed towards additional traffic planning by Hamilton Baillie. 

This was agreed. A sum of £10K was requested for next year to complete the Plan. 

The Steering Group were asking that the sums identified for employing CABE and Hamilton Baillie 

along with the £10K budget for 2015/6 could be confirmed. 

 

11. Any other business  

WT spoke of the Green Spaces Toolkit and suggested we invite Andrew Chick to speak at the January 

meeting (Subsequently informed he was unable to attend) 

It was suggested that John Shilton of Neighbourhood Watch be asked to make a presentation 

 

12. Agenda items for next meeting 

None  

 

13. Date of next Steering Group meeting. – Wednesday 21st January 2015  

 
Confirmed dates for 2015  

All at 7.30 in the Old School 

 

 

Tuesday 24th February 

Wednesday 25th March 

Thursday 23rd April 

Wednesday 20th May 

Thursday 25th June (Date change) 

Wednesday 22nd July 

Wednesday 19th August 

Wednesday 23rd September 

Tuesday 27th October 

Wednesday 25th November 

Thursday 17th December 

 
 

Circulation list:- 

Bob Bayman, David Wright, Richard Simon, Colin Love, Susan Love, Pru Chandler, 

Peter Darlow, Collette McCormack, Cob George, Anne Ablewhite, John Tobin (for Will Tobin), Alan and 

Karen Gough, Richard Coombs, Bob Lockey, Chris Greasley, Mark Taylor, Mark Longden, Alan 
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Summers, Sharon Roscoe, Jean Reavley, Annie Newman, Dermot Daly, John Preston, Luke Fleming, 

Carl and Karen Afonso, Bud Hart, Connor Bufton, David and Joyce Slater, Emma Murphy, Heather 

Shephard, Lynn Busby, Maria Pride, Ray Flanders, Sallyann Watson, Peter Sheardown,  

James Goodson, Mike Roberts, Nicola Young, Andy Norris, Neville Spick, Barry Priestley, Neil Fortey,                 

Don Pritchett, Leigh Donger, Alistair Raper, Anne Daly, Gareth Broome, Heather Stokes, John Preston, 

Mr and Mrs K Palmer, Alison Reynolds, Sharon Pyke, Susan Meech, Val Lever, Tom Parry. 


