
Bottesford Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 

Steering Group (SG) minutes for 10 April 2014 

Present 

 Borough Councillor: Pru Chandler (PC) 

 Borough Councillor: David Wright (DW) 

 Parish Councillor: Heather Stokes 

 Michael Goodwin (MG) 

 Colin Love (CL) 

 Sue Love (SL) 

 Parish Councillor: Alistair Raper (acting Chair) (AR) 

 Bob Bayman (last 15 minutes) (BB) 

Apologies were received from: 

 Alison Hepworth (withdrawn from group) 

 James Butcher 

 Dermot Daly 

 Richard Coombs 

 Neville Spick 

General Comments 

Concern was expressed by DW, PC, CL and SL at the inappropriateness of the venue. This was due to the public 

nature of the venue. In addition, the short notice  for the meeting was also raised as a concern.  Both points 

fully accepted, and apologies made. The venue was intended to be the Fuller Rooms, but it was already booked 

by the History Society. Future meetings will be held in a suitable venue with plenty of notice given. 

Concerns were also raised by DW and PC as to the lack of action over the last 12 months, and the failure in 

communication. There was a strong recommendation for us to ‘start again’ and create a bigger Steering Group 

after a public meeting to be held in June. It was also felt that the business, clubs and societies, places of 

worship, schools, and charities’ stakeholder meeting should be convened as soon as possible, with 

representatives coming onto the Steering Group. 

DW asked how the area had been designated. This had been agreed at a previous Parish Council meeting.  DW 

also asked to ensure that everyone had a copy of the Locality roadmap. 

There was also a strong request that the SG make formal representation to the Parish Council to ensure that the 

NP becomes top priority, as it is a piece of work which will have significant impact upon all residents for the next 

25 years. It was unanimously agreed that this was the most important aspect of the PC’s work. There was also a 

request to ask the Parish Council for administrative support, possible by way of the new clerk’ to ensure that 

the NP progresses as planned. 

It was agreed that the proposed  questionnaire be deferred and re-written to ensure that the SG all agree on its 

wording. The full wording of the text and questionnaire to be reconsidered, and the suggested photographs 

removed or replaced. SL made a good suggestion regarding using a picture of the pre-school. This would 

capture the eye of the parents, and re-inforce the importance of the NP to future generations. SL also suggested 

that we knock on doors to ensure we get a good response rate. 



The 1 May meeting facilitated by the RCC is to be postponed until the 5 June (subject to availability of the 

Village Hall). The postponement is to allow the SG to publicise the  public meeting,  and agree on the wording of 

the questionnaire. PC made a good suggestion in that that it would be worthwhile having a ‘drop-in’ period 

between 4pm and 7pm, with a full presentation by the SG from 7pm onwards.  There was a suggestion by DW 

and PC to invite MBC staff, simply to answer questions (not to be on stage).   

There was a recommendation to use the Village Gala as an opportunity to promote the NP. This can be done in 

conjunction with the Parish Council stand. There will need to be some promotional work considered over the 

next two weeks in readiness for this. 

MG wanted to ensure that the NP is a community-led initiative, by ensuring that we do not lead residents on 

any of the questionnaire answers, or be seen to have the NP driven by external bodies. 

BB arrived late (already advised in advance). BB was also keen to ensure that the NP is a community-led 

initiative, and to galvanise residents into making our four villages more involved and caring places to live. 

Specific actions 

1. To ask the parish Council to prioritise the NP (done by AR) 

2. To request administrative support for the NP (done by AR) 

3. To write to John Preston at RCC in order to postpone the 1 May meeting (done by AR) 

4. To book the Village Hall for the 5 June (or similar date). To be actioned 

5. To organise activity for the Village Gala. To be actioned 

6. To re-write the ‘early-engagement’ questionnaire. To be actioned 

7. To review the Lottery Grant suggestion (made by Katie Mills) to assess suitability. To be actioned 

8. To agree date and venue of next meeting. To be actioned 


